
Most people celebrate their 

birthday every year, with the 

exception of rare leap year ba-

bies.  Children look forward to 

their special day with great an-

ticipation, while adults tend to 

complain about getting older, 

and discourage the celebration 

of another candle on the cake.  

In 2009, the Friars, staff, 

alumni, clients, and benefactors 

of St. Christopherõs Inn cele-

brated 100 years of successfully 

helping men in crisis find their 

way back to productive lives!  

Now that is an accomplishment 

and a milestone worth celebrat-

ing!  The celebration kicked off 

with the  Centennial Board of 

Directors Dinner on May 12th, 

honoring Br. Gregory Lucrezia, 
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St. Christopherõs  Inn - Celebrating 100 Years  of  Hope & Compassion in 2009! 

Hole-in-One winner!  We knew 

this year was special!   

October 17th brings our Centen-

nial Liturgy and Luncheon at 

Pilgrim Hall, Graymoor. Lunch 

will be followed by tours of the 

Inn.   This is an opportunity to 

truly give thanks for the wisdom 

of our founders, Fr. Paul and 

Mother Lurana, and the tens of 

thousands of Brothers Christo-

pher who have reclaimed their 

lives on the òHoly Mountainó 

over the last 100 years.    

Thank you to everyone who has 

celebrated our first 100 years 

with us, and we look forward to 

a continued relationship as we 

begin our second 100 years. 

By Cynthia Gerber, Development 

and Mr. Charles Townsend, 

President and CEO of Conde 

Nast Publications.  It was a night 

of inspiration.  Please read more 

about the dinner below.   

The party continued with our 

Alumni Recovery Weekendña 

Centennial Jubilee on July 31-

August 2nd.  More alumni than 

ever returned to the Inn to cele-

brate their success with us.  

Read more about the highlights, 

including the ever-popular dunk 

tank.   

On September 14th, we enjoyed 

a glorious Fall day on the golf 

course for the SCI Centennial 

Golf Classic!  More than 80 golf-

ers participated and enjoyed the 

event, but none as much as our  
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   A Ministry of the Franciscan Friars of the Atonement - Graymoor  

On May 12, 2009 in midtown 

Manhattan, New York City, St. 

Christopherõs Inn celebrated its 

100 th Anniversary with over 250 

people in attendance for a beau-

tiful and festive dinner. 

V. Rev James F. Puglisi, S.A., 

Minister General of the Francis-

can Friars of the Atonement, 

warmly welcomed all the Guests 

and Honorees and blessed the 

meal and the evening.   Michael  

Elms, Chair of St. Christopherõs 

Inn Board of Directors and CFO 

of Rolex USA, shared the enthu-

siasm and excitement of the 

Board at reaching this milestone 

in the history of St. Christopherõs 

Inn.  

The Honorees for the Centennial 

Dinner were Charles H. Town-

send, President/CEO of Conde 

Nast Publications and  

C e n t e n n i a l  E d i t i o n  

Bro. Gregory Lucrezia, S.A., former 

Director of St. Christopherõs Inn 

and Secretary General of the Fran-

ciscan Friars of the Atonement. 

Both Honorees spoke eloquently 

about their concern and commit-

ment for the homeless and those 

suffering from alcoholism and sub-

stance abuse.  John H., an alum-

nus of St. Christopherõs Inn, who 

has been clean and sober for  

(continued on following page) 

Fr. Bernie and Fr. Bill pose with Jim 

Mullin,  our Centennial Golf Tourna-

ment Hole-in-One Winner! 

Past and Present members of the 

SCI Choir join together in song at 

the Centennial Alumni Picnic 

Fr. Bernie and Fr. Bill with Honoree 

Br. Gregory Lucrezia at the  

Centennial  Dinner in Manhattan. 

Original SCI Board Members Mary  

de Barros and Ken Singleton 



 

 

almost 30 years was the Guest 

Speaker at the dinner and shared 

about his experience at St. Chris-

topherõs Inn and how this started 

him on the road to recovery. He 

expressed his gratitude to the 

Friars of the Atonement and the 

Benefactors of St. Christopherõs 

Inn by saying, òI am here today 

clean and sober because of the 

kindness, the caring and the com-

passion shown to me almost 30 

years ago. I am forever grateful 

and remember daily that you gave  

me this opportunity for a new 

life.ó 

Gov. George E. & Mrs. Libby 

Pataki were the Honorary Chairs 

for the Centennial Dinner. The 

Patakiõs have been wonderful 

friends and neighbors of the Fri-

ars and St. Christopherõs Inn for 

many years. Scott Clark, WABC 

Sports Director and Anchor, was 

the Master of Ceremonies for the 

eveningõs festivities. Scott truly 

holds the Inn in high regard for 

the hope, help and healing it pro-

vides to so many who have lost 

their way.   Attendees at the din-

ner came from as far away as 

Arizona, California, Canada, Mon-

terrey, Mexico and Rome, Italy.  

The evening and the celebration 

were truly a blessed experience 

for everyone who was fortunate 

enough to attend.  It was an ex-

perience I will never forget!  

What is true todayñas it was 

Centennial Liturgy 

and Luncheonñ

100 Years in the 

Making 

 

The Friars, Staff and Resi-

dents of St. Christopherõs 

Inn are so pleased to 

invite all of our friends, 

alumni, and benefactors 

to the final official cele-

bration of our Centennial 

year.  On Saturday, Octo-

ber 17th at 12 Noon, Fr. 

Bill Drobach, Vice Presi-

dent of St. Christopherõs 

Inn, will be concelebrating 

mass with Fr. Bernie 

Palka, President and CEO, 

along with other Francis-

can Friars of the Atone-

ment and local Parish 

Priests, in honor of 100 

years of hope, compas-

sion and service at St. 

Christopherõs Inn.  Lunch 

will be served immedi-

ately following mass in 

the Friars Dining Room.  

Afterwards, dessert will be 

available in the St. Chris-

topherõs Inn Multi-

Purpose Room, where 

tours of the Inn and the 

òHoly Mountainó of Gray-

moor will begin.    

This event promises to be  

both exciting and moving 

as we celebrate and re-

member the tens of thou-

sands of men who re-

gained their lives on this 

holy ground, and once 

again found the love of 

themselves and their 

families.  We hope to see 

you there. 

 SCI Centennial Dinner: continued  

100 years agoñis that the gener-

osity and support of our Benefac-

tors makes the life-saving minis-

try of St. Christopherõs Inn possi-

ble. I am certain there is a special 

place in Godõs mercy for all those 

who, as their means allows, make 

a sacrifice to help those in need. 

Thank you for the past 100 years 

and my prayer is that you will be 

with us for the next 100 years!  

By Fr. Bernie, Palka, S.A.,  

President & CEO of SCI 

100 Years of success is certainly 

a reason to celebrate, but it is 

also a reason to pay attention, 

and members of the press were 

paying attention to SCI this year.  

The hard-working clients, staff, 

and Friars of the Inn were high-

lighted in all genres of the press 

this yearñtelevision, radio and 

newspaper.   

News 12 reporter, Shannon 

White, interviewed Fr. Bernie, Fr. 

Bill and some of our residents for 

a piece that aired on Channel 12 

on Tuesday, June 16th at 5pm, 

and every half hour thereafter for 

one week.  The piece is entitled 

"The Holy Mountain" and is three 

minutes in its entiretyña good 

amount of time for a Public Rela-

tions segment.  

Several radio interviews also high-

lighted the 100 year anniversary  

of the Inn, along with our talented 

staff, friars, and alumni.   

Marianne Taylor-Rhoades, COO of 

SCI, was interviewed by Scott 

Clark on Steppinõ Out Radio in 

August.  In May, David Gerber, 

Director of Counseling and Shel-

ter Services, along with alumnus, 

Thomas G, was featured on 

WHUDõs Kacey on the Radio.  

Kacey, of WHUD 100.7 FM, is a 

long time friend of both the Friars 

of the Atonement and the Inn. 

Cara Buckley of the New York 

St. Christopherôs InnðIn the NEWS  

Times wrote an article on the 

Renewal Farm for the front page 

of the Sunday Metro Section in 

August, highlighting the partner-

ship between St. Christopherõs 

Inn and Project Renewal.  Addi-

tionally, Rob Ryser of the Journal 

News interviewed Fr. Bernie, Fr. 

Bill and a select group of resi-

dents, to pen a story about  the 

100 years of  Brothers Christo-

pher. 

Fr. Bernie and Scott Clark 

Charles Townsend  

Br. Gregory Lucrezia, S.A. 

Commissioner Karen Carpenter-

Palumbo and David Harrington of 

Project Renewal show off vegeta-

bles from the Renewal Farm. 


